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A HELLENISTIC DECREE OF THE CHRYSAORIC CONFEDERATION FROM
LAGINA

The following decree came to light under the cella of the temple of Hecate at Lagina during the
excavation season of 1999. The decree is preserved in over 80 fragments, and I am quite certain
that the other fragments belonging to it will come to light when the eastern half of the cella is
also excavated. Only two fragments were found outside the cella, in the sanctuary. Under the
cella, also some late Roman inscription fragments were found. Hence, I should suggest that the
decree was broken in late Roman times and the fragments were used as filling material under
the cella.!

I have been waiting since the summer of 1999 for the other, eastern half of the cella to be
excavated as to recover all the existing fragments of this decree. For one reason or other, how-
ever, this part of the cella has not been excavated so far. Since I do not wish to wait any longer,
I have decided to publish the following preliminary report, so that this important decree of the
Chrysaoric Confederation would be known to other scholars also.

I should like to repeat my thanks to Prof. Dr. Ahmet Tirpan, the director of the excavations at
Lagina, for having invited me to the excavations. I should also like to thank Mr. Murat Karatag
for assisting me in putting the fragments together.

Decree of the Chrysaoric Confederation honouring Ar[isto]nidas, son of Aristeides, from
Stratonikeia

Not only due to the letter forms, but also due to its contents, the decree dates from the begin-
ning of the 2nd century B.C. (for the date of the inscription see also below). The stele was over
150 cm high; upper width 54.2 cm, lower width 58 cm, thickness 13—-14.5 cm, height of letters
0.6-1.0 cm. The stele tapers slightly towards the top. Lines 1-8 are badly damaged. For the text
see pp- 2 and 4.

This is the second-known decree of the Chrysaoric Confederation. The first-known decree of
this league was found at Labraunda (see J. Crampa, Labraunda. The Greek Inscriptions, Part
2, pp- 48 ff. no. 43; see also op. cit., Part 1, p. 34). Since the decree was found at Labraunda
and since the proposer was a Mylasean, Crampa suggests that in the year 267 B.C., i.e., at the
date of the decree, the Chrysaoric Confederation held its meetings for a short period at Mylasa
(op. cit. Part 2, p. 50; op. cit. Part 1, p. 34). I disagree with him, however, and suggest that the
decree was erected at Labraunda, where a very important sanctuary of Zeus was located, simply
because the person honoured, Apollonios, was probably from Labraunda or Mylasa. The decree
from Lagina was erected at Lagina probably because Aristonidas, a Stratonikeian, was actually
from Lagina (= Koranza). His statue, however, was erected in the sanctuary of Zeus Chrysaoreus
(see lines 61-62).

I Over 400 coins from various cities, some of which date back to the 4th century B.C., gold ornaments, a gold
ring and many other artefacts came to light under the cella. These objects will be published later by Prof. Dr. A.
Tirpan and his team. For the sacrificial decree for Leros and his daimon, which was also found there, see M. C.
Sahin, Ep. Anat. 34 (2002), pp. 1-2 no. 1.
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"Edo&[e Xpuooo]pémv tdt k[owd]u vac. Aéov [. . ... .. Ivog elnlev]:
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[pév]ov kol Thg elxk[dvog n]omcéccﬂmcocv ot iepouvﬁ[povag v ’Cﬁl yeveB]Alov [€op]-
[’Cﬁ]t ™t m)vr[s%]ouusvm VIO Xpucocopew[v Kol Gvarypdoylon Emi

68  [100] Pruotog vae. "16 KOvOV 10 Xpuoaopéwv Eti[uncev Apth(D]VLSOLV
['Apiolteidov Ztpatloviki énaiv]mt, xpuos[mt GTEPA]V®L, vac. £1KOVL,

npoedplat év 101G [aydoty apletiic Evexelv kot e]dvolag vac. v €-
xov dratelel el 10 [mAfifolg 10 Xpvoaopéw[v]."

The date of the decree from Lagina is quite certain, since it mentions the second Macedonian
war between the Rhodians and their allies against the Macedonians, which took place between
the years 200 and 196 B.C. Stratonikeia and the Chrysaoreis entered this war as allies of the
Rhodians. For the involvement of Stratonikeia in this war see T. Livius XXXIII 18. We know
that Alabanda was called Antiocheia before the battle of Magnesia in 190 B.C. After this bat-
tle, the name was again changed to Alabanda. Hence, since the name of this city is mentioned
as Alabanda, and not as Antiocheia in the decree under discussion (see lines 4, 11 and 49), the
decree must date from a period soon after 190 B.C. The letter forms also confirm this date.

Ll.2,59-60, 68-69: There are many names which begin with *Ap- and end on -vidog. Since
the father’s name is ’Apioteidng, I should like to suggest that the name of the honoured son also
began with the superlative adjective ’Apiot-, and that the name is "Ap[iotw]vidog.
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LI. 11-14: “Anscheinend werden Biirger von Stratonikeia aus der Heimat vertrieben und
durch Intervention des Aristonidas untergebracht” (R. Merkelbach).

LI. 14-15: For the expression toAéuov 8¢ cuootdvtog see the Rhodian arbitration in Bargylia,
Ep. Anat. 32 (2000), p. 95, 1. 10 (with further references).

Ll1. 19, 64, 71: The word 16 nAfifoc denotes all the people belonging to the Confederation,
in contrast to the word 6 dfjuog, which, in the main sense, refers to all the people belonging to
a city. The word 16 nAf0og is very frequent in the inscriptions of the island of Rhodos.

L. 49: mo[tedoog, Iis[unt-, etc. — 8€Jovto or £0€AJovtar.

LI. 50-54: “Aristonidas geht als Anwalt seiner Sache nach Rhodos, der damals in Karien
gebietenden Stadt, und siegt in dem ProzeB.” — mopafpafeioog “fillte einen ungerechten
Schiedsspruch” (ein friiherer Richter) (R. Merkelbach).

LI. 56/57: “Freiheit [und Demokratie?]” (R. Merkelbach).

Nine fragments which so far could not be fitted to the main core of the inscription

1]t MuAlacémv tdret
2 1. avtov Of
L. 2: or ¢owtov 0.

b.

lg Sy [

] vnodeg[apevog
.

1 kol €€ aualéneg?

| nentwicd[t-

1. Mur[ovr-
d.

1 ymoloua-?
180t ITiovn (-

)it cuve[thion?

4 1. el

L. 4: ellg te[ or Jote[pav-, etc.
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Corrigenda to the Inscriptions from Lagina

1.Ep. Anat. 29 (1997) pp. 85-86, Inscriptions Nos. 3 and 4. I had suggested that the numbers &’
and €’ below the inscriptions referred to the numbers of statues on the platform. All the ortho-
stats, however, have been restored to their original place, and the numbers simply refer to the
orthostats and not the statues. According to the footprints on the orthostats, there were only two
statues on the platform east of the propylon, those of the brothers Menekles and Epainetos.

2. Ep. Anat. 34 (2002) p. 3, Inscription No. 2. During the printing process, 1. 25 of the senatus
consultum was erroneously written as [Tomviog ‘Tep[okAéov]c viog Tod IMowviov. Since the
son Paionios could not have had two fathers, the line should read IMowviog ‘TeplokAfilc viog
700 [Towviov. The son Paionios had the second name of Hierokles in order to differentiate him
from his father Paionios.

Ankara M. Cetin Sahin



